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Pike's account was taken with some allowance,
but a few days after a Huntsville paper was cap-
tured, in which the adventure was given in an arti-
cle headed " A bold Yankee," substantially as he
gave it, with the exception of mentioning the alleged
skulkers who slipped out the back door. Pike re-
joined the command on the march.

It might naturally be expected by the enemy that
no advance in force could take place till the rebuild-
ing of the Murfreesboro bridges had been effected,
and that this would require a month or six weeks.
Haying built them In ten days General Mitch el pos-
sessed an important element of surprise.    He broke
canip on the morning of the 9fch of April.    There
was not a man in  the division except himself, not
even one of bis staff, who knew the destination of
the command.    He  marched rapidly south to Fay-
etteville, some twenty miles.    Two Confederate offi-
cers had been sent to Fayetteville the day before to
be passed through, the lines.    Under the guise of see-
ing them  safely through, but in reality for the pur-
pose of gaining   information, General Mitchel sent
Lieutenant  Dobb of his escort,  with some   twenty
mounted men, through with these officers to Fayette-
ville.    The sight of Yankee soldiers was too much
for the rebellious spirit of the  Fayettevillians, and
the Confederate officers were obliged to sit  up all
night to protect Lieutenant Dobb and his men from
the fury of a mob.    About noon the next day, while
the citizens stood about sullenly watching the entry
of the Yankees, the general, at the head of his staff,
rode into the public square of Fayetteville.

The division quickly passed through Fayetteville
without halt.    One brigade had been left at Shelby-hat point, and  throw a bri-
